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From the Edinburgh Review.
b de la Conscription, ou Recuﬂ‘l‘Chranalo-
s Lois et des Arrétes du Gauv:r\m-
Décrets Imperiaux relatices ala
cvéedes Conscrits, a.lfﬂ" flmﬁ[dff”"‘:”o
¢ dispenses de service, .U‘c. :ie;zuu l'an
1. jusques et compris {"an })\IP'. Avec
blesy &7c.  8vo. pps 270, Jaris, 1806.
( Concluded from our last. )
diere be one principle of military difcip-
we fanétioned by the univerfal experience
L2akind, it is, that foldiers hould be kept
fate of unremitting activity. No great
sander has ever appeared, with whom this
pot a leading maxim ; and it may be ta.
15 an axiom, that no conquering army
verifue trom the walls ot anidle garrifon,
¢ ale-houfes of a populous city. In at-
ng to the general analogy ot our confti-
n, we muft be at once fenfible, that the
¢ who, when at a diflauce from the the-
of war, is not inured to extreme labour,
the officer whofe eye is not habitvally
ifed in contemplating the image of his
ffian, in fomewhat of its native propor-
can never be well prepared for the du.
b( a campaign. The icience of command,
be mechanilin of fubordinati-n, are not
pacquired.by the mere manual trainingy|
Filie evolutions o Tmatt-bodies of meti iy
nult be fludied on a large {cale—in grea
s and general movements,  All the com-
ators on the tactics of the ancients, are
B with the importance which they attach-
thele objets ; and repreflent the tatigues
sir military even in an interval of peace,
Bodigics of human endurance.  Augultus,
an and Trajan, employed the 170,000
that conflitted the peace eftablifhment
eir empire, in public works ; and it is
ir labours that we may trace the great
, bridges and caufeways, of which fuch
ificent veltiges are ftill extant in the
ern parts of Europe. We need not ex-
e upon the chances of fuccels fora gene-
ho wages war with an army to which
is truly no other difference between the
of battle and the field of parade, than
flufion of blood.
here is no partof the Roman policy which
rench have more {tudioufly copied, than
attention to military difcipline.  Itis
tention, as they exprels ity to forn
Mne peneration propre a la guerre et a
ire"—* Un peuple gucrrier porté a la
¢ par ses lois,” &ec. And for this pur-
the boys of all the Iycdes of the empire
e 10 march to their claffes by the
of"the drum, and are taught their ma-
exercife during their hours of recreation.
exercifes of the conferipts, after their u-
atthe dcpnts, are ince(fant, and of a na-
to qualify them for the feverelt hard(hips.
amoment of reft is allowed in the short
al bewween their incarporation and their
h to the frontiers or to the cuemy. The
ps retained in France, which always con-
f raw recruits, are collected in numerous
% and difciplined without intermiffion,
afc:ﬂc large enough to familiarife the
tetothe tumnlt of general aétion, and the
Ftothe ule of the militny coup d'euil.,
cimp of Boulogne is intended tor this pur-
; and ﬂllould rather be imitated as a nur-
f°_' F“H'CYS, than dreaded as an affemb.
of wnvaders, Fatigue, and the penalties
¢ adreadful havock among

fgue de

enty des

pleondu®, mak
anferipts, whof youth and condition en-

2 peculiar _dciicacy of frimme and habits.
¥alle of life, however, is not one of the

s of imperial folicitude. An unlimitted
Otaver the population of the country

them to replace every deficiency,t and
dtvivers are poured into the field with
¢ moulded o firength,** and mimds

Were difcipline,—and of
Commanders,

Eeneration devoted to war and to glorv—A

© People carried on to glory by their laws,

Vere Tto mife o
- clﬁoofe them
old one, 1 would always b
de g Gucerre, liwy i, cbap.‘}:i ]GVC e et
We h:v; received a partl
Te and meeflant exercife:
ped ut Meudon,
']_Jr;nxl of rewarding th
d T a2 great feftival "ay
i
m"lxc' were then irrevocably determined.

New army,

Paris

a8 ever celebrated ; b
exercife 3 but the troups
ted for in a deep :\_J}:d
dire@img their
d fometimes under

fix hours 3 da
3ow, Buonaparte hi
RUvres the wholz time; x;nnfef;'

z(e of
‘ 0% inceffant rain and tempeft,
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'ttlely brf}kcn to the yoke. Thus it was
1ty with the aid of this probation,—

confidence in
the French troops {uppart-

fays Machiavel,
Bttween 17 and 40 j—to re-

cular account of the
sof 2 body of 30,000
in Auguft, 1808, un.
eir exploits 1n the.
This was
th¥ir leaders® de igns upon

ed the privations and feverities of the winter
campaign of Poland, better than their adver.
faries, “’,h° tought under cvery natuval advan.
tage,

The fear of punilhment, thedread of (hame,
and the hope of reward, are all made to ope-
rate in their fyftem with the {trongeft effe&.
Blows, which tend to weaken the fenfe of
perfonal dignity, are never given ; but, wheu
the relources of reproach and difgrace prove
infufficient, recourfe is had to the utmolft ri.
gours of folitary umprifonment, and to the
penalties we have detailed in a former part of
this asticles They know the full value, too, of
that esprit de corps, which ‘has fo often
changed poltroons into heroes ; and employ e-
very art to excite and maintain it, by minute di-
vifions and invidious oppofitions, employed par-
ticularly during the operations of a campaign.
Lt requires little more than one or two years to
make veterans of men thus fafhioned and con-
du€@ed ; who, according to the beut of their
genius, are precipitated in every movement,
and led on impetuoully to every attack ; and
whole murmure, if time were given for the
intrufion of difcontent, would be loft in the
twmults of inw Tant agitation. By the dif-
perlion of the new conleripts, as we have (een,
individuplly, among their veteran predeceflors
ot 2 few campaigus, dilaffection evaporates
without danger to the governmnent ; and the
former are gradually aflimilated to thewr com-
panions, Ounce without the fphere of their
dowellic attva&ions;-with-no hope bt efeupe,
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cumftances with the facility which belongs to
a temperament pre-eminently flexible znd ar-
dent.  They are hept as much as poilible be-
vond the frontiers, not merely far the purpo-
fes of conquelt and rapine, but in order that
they may the {ooner lofe the qualities of the
citizen, and become altogether the creatures
of the general, With a view to render this
converfion more perfed, and more fecure tor
the gavernment, the principal leaders are fre-
quently transferred from one corps to another,
in order that no dangerous attachment to ine
dividuals may arile from a long continuance
in the fame command.* It their fervice has
its extraordinary hardfhips, it has allo its pe-
culiar rewards.  "Tbeir prototypes of antiqui-
ty never more fuccefsfully reconciled the re-
ttraints ot difcipline and the licenfe of pillage.
Death is inexorably inflited, as we have feen
arnounced in their bulletins, for the flighte(t
tranfgreflions, when it is deemed expedient to
enforce order : but we need not be told, that
fignal for riot is often given by the general,
and the abltinence of the foldier fullv requited.
After twenty years, he becomes of right a
member of the legion of honour ; and as
fuch is entitled to a firall penfion for life.
T'bis lovg termy however, is antieipated an.
numerows inftances,  Individuals who figna-
lize themf{elves we promoted on the fickl of
battle, or fingled trom the ranks with the
molt encouraging folemnities 3 and fometimes,
for very obvious reafons, invelted with the in-
fignia of the ordery, and difmiffed to their
homes with the booty they way have acquir.
cd.

By a law of the dire@ory, no perfons (with
the exception of engineers) could become of-
ficers, who had not ferved three years in‘a
fuboidinate capacity.  The revolution natu-
rally opened the way to merit ; and, feconded
by this admirable policy, has filled all the
nolts of their army with men who unite in
themfelves the qualities of the foldier with
the excellences that qualify for command,
Lt is not hazarding too wuch to affert, that
nine tenths of g prefent French officers
have fprung from the ranks. Educated in
diftant camps, they know no other country ;
znd, habitvated by lang devotion to the trade
of war, it has become their eliment and their
paiions Their whale tortune is ftaked on
the fword ; and their attachment is theiefore
neceflarily fecured, under the auspicious in-
fluence of a leader, whofe indefatigable am-
bition occupies them in their favourite purfuits,
and whole liberal smpartiality feedS the hope
of preferment, and divides the fruits of cun.
quelt.  To their credit and example is due
much of that fpirit, which, notwithfitanding
the caufes of alienation heretofore detailed,
fcems to animate the whole trame of the ar-
my ; and no fmall fhare of that portentous
fuccefs which has artended the' courfe of the
French arms.  Of the eightcen marechaux
d'empire, fourteen have cither emerged from
ranks, or afcended from the loweft employ-
ments.t Molt of the generals of divifion,

® Machiavel (Art. de la Guer.] attributes all
the civil wars and confpiracies of the Roman em-
pire, after the time of }uhus Cazfay, to the main-
tenauce of the generals in the fame command.

1 Bessieres, originally a comman foldier, became
in 1796 a captain of infantry in the army, of Ita.
ly.4-Brune, a printer at the commencement of the
révolution, 2 member of the Club of Cordeliers,

 tFem- o remdii-madtive, if-fuptehe catmmmnd

and others who hold the principal commands,
have the fame origin, and {ufficiently prove
that war is an experimental {cience, and that
military renown is ngt the prerogative of birth,
but the harveft of toil, or the bounty of for-
tune.

‘I'hefe men, whofe duties have almoft wholly
eftranged them from the refinements and indul-
gencies of polifhed intercourfe, retsin all the
leading fecatures of their original department
in life ; a fierce and turbulent nature ; a
wild, irregular ambition ; a total ignorance
of the utility of civil laws, and a fovereign
contempt for letters, As they partake large-
ly of the prey, they zealoufly co-operate in
the views of him, whom neceffity or chance
has led them to acknowledge as a mafler;
but, fhould he be prematurely removed from
the fcene, we are not inclined to fuppofe,
that his pofthumous aims will be accomplith=d
with equal fidelity. 1f it be true, as has been
remarked, that iilitary governments are at
all times hoftile to regular, monarchical fuc-
ceflion, we can fearcely conceive the poflibi-
lity ot a quiet tranfmiflion of power in France,
under lier piefent circumflances. The milita-
rys of every defcription, are alfo faid to be
very unfit guardians for a legal conftitution ;
and this obfervation is particularly applicable
to the umperial generals, in whole minds no
idea of fubordination to civil authority, or ot
uncontefted defcent in the reigning tamily,
could ever have taken root. ‘I'be fame dar.
ing enterprife which has borne them forward
to their. prefent elevation~would vot {vifec ]

rE— YT

‘were placed within their reach.  They would
tear the fceptre from a feeble hand, and dil-
pute the prize with the fame ferocious vio-
lence, and defperate refolution, with which
they arz now grafping at the dominion and
thic treafures of the relt of the world,

During their contentions, the continent
might indeed be allowed to relpire 5 but, in.
dependent of the eftablifhed maxim, that a
conquering nation muft always be miferable,
we confels that we can fee no profpe@ cf
melioration for France herfelf. The eftablifh-
ment ot freedom in that country mult be
viewed, we think, as hopelels ; nor can it be
denied, that the great bulk of the people,
while they are incapable of the temperate
enjoyment, are decidedly averfe to the formn
of a popular government. Some expefati-
on may be excited by the external frame of
the ele@oral colleges and deliberative uffemb-
lies ; but this is completely checked by an
examination of their a&ual condition, They
have no bafis of ancient opinion to command
relpe ; no reputation of confiftency to in-
fpire confidence ; and have not, indeed, in
the view of any branch of the community,
an exiftence or a willdiftin& from that of the
throne to which they are appended. Under
the thadow of a conflitution ftill preferved,
their eleétion can never take place, unlefs ra.
tified by the emperor ; and is univerfally un-
derflood to depend, in pralice, altogether on
his nomination. The princes of the blood,
and the great dignitaries ot the {tate, are of-
ficially members of the senate ; and to this
body, the generals of divifion, detached from
the foreign fervice, are regularly affociated fo
as to give them almoflt a numerical preponde.
rance.* The civil fun€ionaries ot every clafs

and an intimate friend of Danton, commenced his
military career in 1793.—Augereav, a private in
the Neapolitan fervice in 1787, became foon after
a fencing mafler at Naples ; in 1792 entered as a
volunteer in the army of Italy ; and in 1794 was
a general of brigade in the army of the Pyrennees
Bernadotte, at the commencément of the revoluti-
on, a fergeant in the regiment de royal marire ; in
1794 a general of divifion —Jourdan enlifted in
1778, but left the fervice in 1784 ; was a fhop-
keeper at the commencement of the revolution —
Kellerman began his career as a fimple huffar in rbe
regiment of Conflans.— Lasnes, originally a common
{oldier, became, in 1795, adjutant of divifion in
the national guard of’ Paris — .M assena, a fubaltern
in the Sardinian lervice at the beginning of the
revclution, in 1793 became a general of bpi.
gade.— Mortier, a captain of 2 volunteer company
in his native province at the fame period.—Ney, a
Hussar, an aujutant general in 17¢8, after pafling
through all the interior grades.— Lefevdre, fon of a
miller of Alface, became a fergeant in the regiment
of French guards before the revolution.—Perignon,
after adling as a jultice of peace at Muautefch,
engaged in the army, and pafled rapidly through
all the fubordinate grades, and, in 1794, command.
ed the army of the eaflern, Pyrennees —Soult was

infantry, and an adjutant general in 1995.— Murat
ferved originally in the confitutional guard of
Louis XVI1 ; became afterwurds an officer in the
12th regiment of chasseurs a cbeval, &c —Junot

the volonteer battalions commanded by general
Pille ; and, in 1796, was one of the aids.de-camp
of Buonaparte. .

® The meetings of the fenate are always private,

a fubaltern before the revolution, in x regiment of

Legan his career in 1793, 235 2 grenadier ip one of

Strangers may be admitted to thole of the legiflative
body. . The latter was not once affembled during
the whole of the lalt campalign, in the, north,, the
membets not being pertellly ture’ By the confti-
Rution; thé judges were chofen for life's but, by a

have not only dithonoured the republican ch
racter, by A thamelels apoftucy, but proftitds
the diguity of buman nature itfelf, by affu
ing the trade of (pies and informerse In
their difcourfes and \vritings, they inculcaf
the fpectulative do@rine of oppreffion, wis
as much zeal as their oppreflors propagate, bj
conquefty its pradtical horrors. The m
wantonnels of defpotifin could néver exaf}
nor could the moft inordinate vanity relifh, §
ftrain of adulation which would difgrace thj
worlt periods of Roman degeneraty.” Wi
may fairly corclude, that the tyrant, who§
known to require this tribute on all occafions
has & in view, not only to complete his fa
vage triumph over the patribtifin of France
but to bring the caufe of freedom itfelf inta
general contempt, by exhibiting the bafe fer.
vility of thole who fo lately undertook td
vindicate the lilerti& of mankind.* Thercll
are, no doubt, as we have before affirmed
numbers who ftill cherith a preference for re
pubdican inftitutions ; many who officioufly
promote the mzafuies, in order to heighten
the odivm of the government ; and a few
who fubmiz, with evident repugnance, to lend
their perfonal weight to the confolidation o
the new fyftem, The fuft, however, will
make no lacrifices of intereft to principle
and the laft can bave little influence, when
oppofed to a ypajoity, who have fortifiedf}
their native difpolitions by the habit of obfe= ‘
quioufnefy. T'be fubric of a free [tate can
vever be reardd by fuch bands; nor frame
L trom -fuvivnraverials 2 aeadie populacs of -Paris, B
or the (oldievy of the frontiers, Should the B
imperial feat be vicated within a fhort period 5%
of time, the legiflative affenblies might, like 8
the Roman fenate, in their conteft with
Maximin, maintain a {lioggle with fome £9
fimnels and vigour, but with no permanent SR
means, and fcarcely with the benefit of obe
taining a choice of mafters,
When we meditate apon the probable ca.
reer of an arny of 700,000 men,t greater &
thau any which Bome ever maintained in the
meridian of her power, and imbued with fuch
moral and phyGeal energics, our apprehenfi</{iR
ons for France vanith before the melancholy § i
forcbodings we are compelled to entertain for fi
the nations of the continent, A nation of
{oldiers mult be occupied, Plunder is thei
food, and will be fought wherever it is to be
found. A people at war fram principle, (ays (8
Montefquicn, muft neceffarily triumph, or be S8
ruined.  They will labour iu their vocation,
and never make peace but as conquerors,
Such a temperament as we have afcribed to
the chiefs and inftruments of this confpiracy
again{t mankind, is eflentially at war with all
the moral virtues and generous principles off SEBESES
our nature, with the gentle charities, as well S
as with the hoarded treafures of peace. i :
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enafled, that they fhould thercafier undergo a pros
bation of five years, and be then centinued or dif-
miffed at the option of the emperor. A commiff- §
on was alfo created for the purpofe of inflituting |
an inquiry into the conduf of the judges in being,
in order that the emperor might remove such as werp
pronounced unfit fur their stations  In all political
cafes, and all cates ot alleged fraud and evafion,
the trial by jury has been tupprefled by special tribu-
nals ; one of which is now ¢flablithed 1n each de-
partment, confifting of three judges appointed by
the emperor.

* This feeling has been difplayed finkingly in
the bulletins trom Spain, on the fubjed of the lead-
ing patriots of thavcountry.

t Infantry of the line, 341,412 ; light infantry,
100,130 ; cavalry, 77,488 ; antillery, 46,489 ; ene %
gineers, 5,445 ; 2 total of five bundred and fifty
thousand rire lundred ard aixty-four. This is the %
official ftatement ot 1805 Since that period, thete 38
has been an augmentation of at leaft Bhe dundred
tlousand, exclulive of the foreign troops, Italian,
Bavarian, &c. taken into the fervice. Gibbon re-
marks, that in his time, France ftill felt the efforts
which fhe had made in the reign of Louis the
Fourteenth ! Avcording to Neckar's eftimate, the
expentes of the war department, before the reyo-
lution, were 124,650,000 francs. In 1805, they
were fated at 271,500,000 francs. M. de l'omeller
eftimated the population of France at 25,065,883
in 198¢. LPeuchct now rates it at 34,976,314, cx:"
clufive of Tulcany. ‘The ratio of this population
to the tertitory, is 1,093 3-32 individuals to the
fquare league ; a condensationinferior to none hut that
of Holland. T2e anyual levies, Lefore the revoluti-
on, were ftated at one feventeemh of the Sachefors
capable of bearing arms—c{limated by M. de Po. %
meller at 600,000 § but the a&ual proportion of the
vearly levies, at a very low calculation, may be one
feventicth of the whele male population between
20 and 4o. Peuchet cftimates this body 7,812,690,
for 1805 ; and allows that sixty thousard have been
annually recruited fince the commencement of the
revolution ; but the real number moft be more than
double. The direQory called forth 200,000 at once
in the year 1799. ,
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APHORISMS.
* IN order to know how a thifig ought to
be done, learn to-do it youilelf, and you will:

then never be withont a fervant,” L ‘
. - HalF the medicines will ferve the commu. -
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